
Honors Algebra I Course Syllabus 

Teacher Information: 
Mr. Matthew Barquin, FHS Room 205, mbarquin@fusd1.org 

 

Course Resources: 

 Illustrative Math Curriculum 

 Eureka Math Curriculum 
 Teacher webpage (notes and practice problems posted) 

  

Course Description: 
This course focuses on the formal definition of functions with particular emphasis on deepening and extending the 

understanding and application of linear, quadratic and exponential functions. Students will also graph these functions, 

identify key features, and make use of function transformations. The Arizona Standards for Algebra 1 also include 

applying linear models to data that exhibit a linear trend as seen through statistics. Appropriate technology will be used to 

enhance mathematical understanding and problem solving skills. 

 
Beyond the standard Algebra 1 curriculum, students in Honors Algebra 1 will synthesize skills from critical areas 

to complete complex application tasks as well as adhere to a higher expectation of understanding and justification 

of their work.  

 

Bring these supplies each day: 

 Paper, pencils and highlighters 

 Dedicated 1” 3-ring binder of any color to hold all notes. 

 A scientific calculator or graphing calculator with trigonometric functions for use both in-class and in completing 

practice problems. I encourage the Texas Instruments TI-30X IIS Scientific Calculator (about $13 at Walmart and 

Target).  Calculator functions on student phones are not permissible calculators for in-class use. 

 We will be using dry erase markers a lot in our class so if you can donate a pack to the classroom that would be 

greatly appreciated!! 

 

Follow these rules and regulations: 
 Demonstrate respect for each other, the instructor, and all school property. 

 Abide by all school handbook policies.   

 Remain seated until the bell sounds at the end of the period. 

 

Demonstrate responsibility for the learning opportunities by: 
 Completing all assignments. 

 Using any designated time in class to work on the given independent practice. 

 Seeking appropriate support for concepts not mastered. 

 Knowing and adhering to the school attendance and tardy policy. 

 Being punctual and prepared with materials.  Be seated and ready to participate in your learning experience when the 

bell rings. 

 Exhibiting student behaviors that contribute to the success of the class as a whole. 

 
Assessment Policy: 

 Tests and quizzes must be completed within the class time allotted unless a student has an official plan on file that 

states the specific disability requiring testing accommodation. The first bell indicates the start of the testing session. 

When the dismissal bell rings, the testing session is over, and students are required to exit the classroom.  There will 

be no late passes to other classes. Students with official plans have the responsibility of discussing with the instructor 

their accommodations 2 class days prior to assessment so that arrangements can be made to accommodate those 

needs.  If prior arrangements are not made, the instructor will assume that the student has decided that the 

accommodations are not necessary for that particular assessment. 

 Only teacher-approved aids may be used on a test when deemed necessary by the teacher and/or math department. 

 On most assessments, work must be provided which sufficiently supports any procedural task and which explicitly 

supports an answer for any free-response task.  In order to be scored for credit, all support must be legible, organized 

so that a thought process is clearly and completely indicated, and an answer must be indicated on the appropriate line 

or with a highlighter.   



 All tests are the property of the instructor and the math department, and therefore may not be taken from the 

classroom.  Tests will be maintained in student files for the course duration. These files will be available to students 

for in-classroom review by appointment. Assessments are destroyed at the end of the course following finals. 

 

Retest policy 
 The test scores are broken down into standards for each test. Each standard is entered into the grade book as an 

individual score so it is highly encouraged for students to retest a section if they scored below 70% or are not satisfied 

with their score. The highest score earned on a retest will be a 70%. Before retesting a section, the student must 

complete a tutoring assignment based on a given section to prove that they are ready to retest. The student must 

arrange a time for retesting either before school, during lunch or after school. The retest window will be open for two 

weeks after the test has been graded and passed back to the students.  

 

Recovering credit for assignments and tests in the event of a verified absence: 

 It is the student’s responsibility to recover credit for all work missed while absent.  If the absence is verified, students 

have one day for every absence to recover credit.  If you are absent on a review day, you must still take the test 

the following day. This means pick up the review early. Be prepared!  

 All notes and practice problems will be posted on the teacher website. 

 It is up to students to make arrangements with parents, coaches, teachers, and employers and to plan accordingly. 

Students will be provided an amount of time to complete the test equal to that given the class on the day of the test. 

Tests are expected to be completed within one sitting.  

 If sports eligibility depends upon a test grade or grades for missing checkpoints, students will need to plan 

accordingly. It is unrealistic to expect the test/work to be scored and the grade to be updated for sports participation 

the same day as work is submitted.  

 Unverified absences (including test days) are, by policy, assigned zero points for anything done that day. 

 

Practice Problems: 

 Practice Problems, or “homework”, will be assigned for most lessons. The purpose of the practice problems is to 

provide additional opportunities to work with the concepts demonstrated in class. Teachers will briefly go over the 

practice problems the following day. It is expected that students have attempted the practice problems and have 

brought in questions for the beginning of the class the following day. Following the review of the practice problems 

the students will complete a checkpoint based on the practice problems. The checkpoint will be graded and put into 

the gradebook. If a student is absence for a checkpoint a zero will be placed in the gradebook until it is made up by 

scheduling a time with the teacher to make up the checkpoint.  

 

Quizzes 

 Quizzes will be given on the current information throughout each chapter. The quiz will be based on the practice 

problems. This quiz is to inform students on how they are doing on the current content and should show them where 

they need support.  

 

Course Grading: 

 A student’s course grade is based on their cumulative earned points which come from test, projects, in class activities 

and check points. Tests and projects will be about 80% of your grade while checkpoints, in class activities and 

quizzes will make up the remaining percentage for your course grade. As the instructor provides numerous point 

opportunities for students, there are no additional assignments provided for extra credit. The following provides the 

categories and weights as well as the grade letter equivalents for percentage intervals for this course: 

                                          

Semester Grade:                                                                                                             

 Cumulative Course Grade…………….…………..85%  

 Final Exam………………………………………..15%                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100 - 90%.............A 

89 - 80%............B 

79 - 70%............C 

69 - 60%............D 

Below 60%...........F 



Support Outside of Class: 

 Teachers are available by appointment on limited days after school or before school to answer specific questions.  

 Tutoring Options:  

o Hiring a professional tutor 

o Securing a student-tutor from the National Honor Society 

o Free tutoring is available through the Family Resource Center  

 In the Christensen Building, (928) 774-1103 

 Monday -Thursday 3:30-5:30  

 Please seek support quickly. Do not get behind. 

 

High School Math Credits Necessary for Graduation 

 Students in Arizona need 4 credits of high school mathematics in order to graduate.  These courses are to include 

Algebra I, Geometry, Algebra II, and one additional course with significant math content.  Failure in one of these 

math classes is likely to result in the student needing to repeat math classes in summer school. Standard level 

mathematics classes can be taken in summer school for a fee or in online credit retrieval programs.   

 

Synergy Parent Vue and Email as Communication Tools Via the Computer: 

 Student success is important to teachers, and we realize that convenient and consistent opportunities for 

communication with all concerned parties are essential to that success.  Access to a student’s academic standing in 

any class is available to students through our online Synergy Student Vue and to parents through our online Synergy 

Parent Vue. To maintain confidentiality, grades are never posted anywhere in a classroom. Grades are entered as 

quickly as possible following every unit test and before any progress report.  

 If you have a concern regarding your student, please contact the appropriate instructor. Email is the preferred and 

most efficient method for making contact. I attempt to check and to respond to school email daily between the hours 

of 7:30am and 3:00pm on days when school is in session.  Please do not hesitate to contact me via email.  

 

General Statement of Academic Integrity 

 Integrity of scholarship is essential for an academic community. It is expected that students will honor this principle 

and in so doing protect the validity of the school’s intellectual work. For students, this means that all academic work 

will be done by the individual to whom it is assigned, without unauthorized aid of any kind. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Honors Algebra I 

After reading the syllabus, please complete this form and send it with your student by Monday, August 18th.   

Your signatures indicate that you and your student have read and understand the contents therein.   

 

Student name (please print): ____________________________________________ Hour:________ 

 

Student signature: _____________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian name (please print): __________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/Guardian signature: _______________________________________   Date of signature: __________ 

 

Parent/Guardian email and phone number: 

 

Last school attended:   

 

Last math class taken:                               Grade earned:                                  Teacher name: 

 

Do you have internet access at home?    Yes or No              Do you have a printer at home?   Yes or No        

 

Please do not hesitate to email your instructor if you have questions or concerns! 


